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Pastor Derek T. Hawkins, Sr., and the Church of God at Lothian  are happy 

to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ into your home via our recent release of 

our monthly publication, “Connection”. 

 

In today’s society, media inundates  our lives with images of devastation and 

calamity.  The bible tells us that the thief [the devil] comes to steal, kill, and 

destroy.  We know, however, that Jesus came and ever lives, to give us  life 

in abundance.  The book of John declares that the tree cannot bring forth 

fruit unless it abides in [or is connected to] the vine.  Jesus is the true vine, so 

we must stay connected to him in order to have Life. 

 

Through the deceitfulness of sin, the human race has lost its connection with 

God, our creator and father. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, and our 

“Connection”, we endeavor to reconnect our community with God.  In our 

publication, you will find Holy Spirit-inspired articles centered around the 

Word of God.  If you know Him, we encourage you to stay connected...and 

if you don’t we encourage you to get connected.  It’s all about Him and His 

work in us.  We pray that you find the encouragement, enrichment, and em-

powerment you need in each and every issue.   
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Maintaining A Posture of 

Prayer 

Recently, in a conversation with two young 

men, we began to discuss one of the most 

essential elements of the Christian 

life...Prayer. 

The gentlemen were describing their experience during a recent church visit, 

where the congregation engaged in prayer multiple times throughout the ser-

vice.  

As I pondered this, the Spirit revealed, “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 

Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty”, then, “Pray without ceas-

ing”.   

We recalled a sermon by the late Bishop  George W. Hawkins, Sr., in which 

he urged his congregation to remain  in a posture of prayer; citing that men 

should “always pray and not faint.” 

Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 16:19, “And I will give unto thee the keys of 

the kingdom of heaven”. The Lord went on to say that whatever we bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven and whatever we loose on earth shall be loosed 

in heaven.  What Power!!! 

Power that men should from earth should be allowed to control or  influence  

what happens in Heaven.  How can that be? Prayer! 

Through prayer, the insignificant on earth communicate with the authorities 

in heaven.  Continuing in the position or attitude of prayer keeps us in direct 

contact with the Father and Son.  Like a conversation between spouses over a 

cup of coffee, we should discuss all aspects of our lives with the Father.      

David described his connection with the Lord saying, “Evening, and morning, 

and at noon, will I pray”. 
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So what is the problem?  1 John 2:15 says, “Love not the 

world neither the things that are in the world”, and Colos-

sians 3:1-2 says, “If ye be risen with Christ, seek those things 

which are above”.  Herein lies the problem: we are seeking, but not the right 

thing. In today’s society, individuals are overcome with the need to obtain 

status and possessions, meanwhile neglecting our soul’s need for a connection 

with the Father.  It’s time to refocus.  The stakes are higher now than ever 

before.  We cannot afford to lose fellowship with Heaven. 

Pray without ceasing; pray and faint not.  The effectual, fervent prayer of the 

righteous is powerful.  But if we eliminate this key element from our daily 

lives, we lose that power. 

Praying multiple times a day at different intervals fixates the mind on heaven.  

When Jesus’ disciples could not cast out the demon, he said, “this kind goeth 

not out but by [prayer] and fasting”.  The disciples, although they followed Je-

sus daily, lacked the true connection due to lack of prayer.  That is revealed, 

when in the upper room, they continued in prayer and fasting until they were 

endowed with Holy Ghost power.  From that time forth, they lived undefeat-

ed lives and did greater works.   

Find the power in your life by continuing instant in Prayer. 

“The prayer power has never been tried to its full capacity.  If we want to see 

mighty wonders of divine power and grace wrought in the place of weakness, 

failure and disappointment, let us answer God’s standing challenge, “Call unto 

me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and might things which thou 

knowest  not!”   

J. Hudson Tayler 
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Overcoming TEMPTATION Through Prayer 

 
 
Are you having difficulty breaking a bad habit? Is it perhaps becoming an 
addiction? Prayers against temptation can help provide the strength you 
need to break free from whatever sinful enticements that have become 
snares!  
 
While God allows us to experience temptations, He never allows us to be 
tempted above what we can bear. Furthermore, He gives us the means to 
overcome our sinful habits with His guidance and grace through prayer. 
 
While there is much to be said about recovery programs, support groups, 
rehabilitation centers, and counseling, we believe the most powerful method 
to overcoming temptation is found in Prayer.   We see in the prayer below, 
that an essential component in praying through temptation is humility. 
 
Lord, I know I do not deserve mercy, because of all the wrong 
things I have done contrary to your plan for my life. But the blood 
you shed for me reminds me  that you  love me, and it encourages 
me that through you I can overcome all things.  I know I have of-
fended You, but I want to change and become the person you 
want me to be.  I want to be faithful to you and put all my confi-
dence in you.  I need your help. Whenever I am tempted, please 
guide me by your Holy Spirit.  Before, I had trusted in myself and 
my own strength.  But from now on, I want to trust only in you 
and your power.  From this day forward, I ask you, O Lord, to be 
my strength. Amen. 
 
Note from this prayer the importance of seeking God’s help when tempted 
before taking that drink, cigarette, indulging in sexual sins, or whatever else 
your “poison” may be.  
 
While we encourage you to seek outside help to overcome bad habits, re-
member it’s most important to keep God in the picture. The Apostle Paul, in 
Philippians 4:13, encourages us that we can do all things through Christ, 
who strengthens us.   
 
As he strongly suggests, God will strengthen us in our weakness. It is helpful 
also to keep in mind Christ’s stirring words in John’s Gospel: “I am the vine, 
you are the branches…without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
 
We cannot overemphasize the importance of turning to God when we feel 
vulnerable to temptation.  Our Lord, Jesus Christ, stressed many times the 
connection between our thoughts and our actions.  And Proverbs 23:7,  
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Reiterates, “For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he…” 
 
We have to be cognizant and careful of the thoughts and 
words we embrace.  Jesus want us to overcome, in fact, 
he says in Revelation chapters 2 and 3: 
 
1) He that overcomes, I will give power over the nations...Promise of 

divine strength through Christ. 
2) He that overcomes will be clothed in white raiment, and I will not blot 

his name out of the book of life...Promise of eternal life with 
Christ 

3) He that overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
shall go no more out...Promise of stability through Christ 

4) He that overcomes will sit with me in my throne...Promise of rest 

with Christ 

Today’s society is reeling from the excesses of the sexual revolu-
tion and the mantra “If it feels good, do it!” Because of that, many 
of us have engaged in activities that, although deemed innocent 
indulgences, are now become strongholds...unbreakable habits. 
 
But God is most powerful.  We have to look to Him, first, for 
help.  In the process of looking to him, he blesses us with the sup-
port we need from those who have overcome similar struggles. 
 
Job said, “man that is born of a woman, is but a few days and full 
of trouble”, but David provided hope in that “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  He is only a prayer 
away.  If you sincerely wish to overcome that temptation, strug-
gle, or addiction, your victory begins with a simple pray-
er….“God, I need your help.”  
 
We all have need of God's love and mercy. And yes, he offers us 
His love and redemption. Because He wants us to be overcomers, 
he willingly offers his help in our most trying time.  Hebrews says 
that, “We have not an high priest, which cannot be touched…[but 
one who was] tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 
Because, Jesus was tempted in every possible area of everyday 
life, he is compassionate toward us when we are going through.  
At the throne of His grace [when we pray], he promises mercy 
[forgiveness for our wrongs] and help [immediate strength] in 
our times of need. 
 
Defeat the enemy by looking to God for help...the key is Prayer. 

P 

R 

A 

Y 
Always 
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Sweet hour of prayer that calls 

me from a world of care.  And 

bids me at my father’s throne, 

make all my wants and wishes 

known.  In seasons of distress 

and grief, my soul has often 

found relief. And oft escaped the 

tempter’s snare, by thy return 

Sweet Hour of Prayer!  

C. Austin Miles 

Above are the opening lyrics to “Sweet 

Hour of Prayer”.  As you read these, 

we want you to ponder the life of Je-

sus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

Jesus Christ...the Son of God...the 

human representation of God.  Or as 

Apostle Paul put it, it pleased God                                                                                      

 that, “in  him [Jesus] dwelleth 

 all the fullness of the God

 head bodily.”  But despite  

Jesus’ deity and divine nature, it was 

still needful for him to pray regularly.  

It was imperative  for him to remain 

in constant contact with heaven.  

The task he was responsible for com-

pleting was great, and though he came 

from heaven to do God’s will, he need-

ed  God’s strength to face the chal-

lenge.  But Jesus didn't simply wait 

until conflict arose before he prayed, 

his life was centered around prayer.  

As early as his baptism by John, Jesus 

continued many days in prayer and  
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fasting and overcame temptations by 

the enemy and was strengthened by 

the angels.  We see Jesus laying hands 

on  and praying for the sick and dis-

eased.   

In Matthew 19, we see Jesus praying 

for and blessing little children.  Then 

in John 15, Jesus begins praying very 

specifically for his disciples and for 

their strength and endurance. 

If we are to successfully complete the 

race in which we are runners, we must 

fortify ourselves, strengthen our-

selves.  Jesus said, “men ought always 

pray and not to faint.”  The key to not 

giving up, is prayer.  Through prayer 

Jesus gained strength and was minis-

tered to by angels.   

If we are to become and remain 

strong, we must do it through prayer. 

So, in the garden, Jesus talked to the 

Father alone.  The disciples were 

sleeping, although they tried to stay 

awake.  He was alone, surrounded by 

this world’s cares.  But prayer allowed 

him to come before the throne of God, 

where is the fullness of joy.  And mo-

mentarily slip away into His presence 

where he found strength. 

Find your secret place, away from eve-

ryone.  Let prayer take you away from 

everything.  Be strong in the Lord ! 
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“Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus 
which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God 

upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all mak-
ing request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until 

now; Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  Philippians 1:1-6 

There’s a growing phenomena in the body of Christ, that once God has 
started the work in you, folks feel that they need to finish the work.  But we know that 
God doesn’t need us to finish anything that he started. The Bible says, that being confi-
dent in the very thing, that He which has begun the good work in you is able to per-
form it until the day of Jesus Christ. God is the one who started the work and we be-
lieve on today, that God is the one who will finish the work. First, I want ask you all a 
question: “Has God started a good work in you?”  
 
I don’t know if you’ve ever worked on a project with your children or your spouse.  
They didn’t know how to do it, how to put it together, or how to start the project. 
But you came along side them, told them what to do and the project is looking good.  
And all of a sudden, your child or your spouses pushes you aside and says, “I no longer 
need you, the project is finished or I can handle it from here, the volcano project is 
finished.”   God is telling his people today, that you will always need Him to complete 
the work.  
 
I recall a couple of days ago, my wife and I started to work on our lawn mower, which 
needed some blades.  I looked at it, planning to sharpen the blades, but then realized 
that we had to replace the blades.  We have a lot of land, and so we often have to do 
these types of things.  So she was out and picked up the blades for me.  So I had jacked 
up the lawn mower and was determining what I needed to complete the job.  I bor-
rowed a socket set from my neighbor.  So I started the work on the project, by myself.  
But all of a sudden I needed help.  The mower was heavy, the blades were spinning as I 
was trying to tighten them.  So I called my wife for some help.  She came over and 
helped me out.  As I was turning the blade with the wrench, my wife (who likes to 
take over projects sometimes) suggested that we get a hammer, because we couldn’t 
turn it ourselves.  So I got the hammer, and we tapped the wrench with the hammer 
and the bolts loosened.  So my wife said, “Thank God”.  But the next thing I know, my 
wife has taken over the project...giving instructions, etc.  At this point, I’m thinking, 
“this is my project”.  But I listened to her and we got it done.  Glory to God. 
 
So once we were finished, we started to let the mower down from jacks.  But, hypo-
thetically speaking, if my wife wouldn’t have listened to me during the project, the  

Let God Take It From Here 
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mower could have fallen on her creating a disastrous situation.  
But I thank God that she, at the right time, and the right moment, 
got out of the way.  That’s what God is trying to teach us today.  
The bible says, that God is able to perform the good work until 
the day of Jesus Christ.  So saints of God, at some point we have to learn to get out of 
the way, and let God work on us.  He can do a wonderful thing in our lives, when we 
step out of the way.  When we decide to let God work on our hearts, our minds, our 
spirits, our attitudes...the word says that he’s able.  He is a good potter, and we are 
just the clay. God is saying, “I’ve started something in you.  Don’t get yourself in the 
way.”  A lot of times, we get caught up on what we feel, what we want, or what we 
need. And even sometimes we get caught up on church, and this and that.  But God 
wants us to let him finish the work in you.   

I don’t know about you, but it’s good news to know that God is working on me. I 

don’t ever want to find myself in the posture believing that God doesn’t need to work 

on me. Sometimes we feel that everyone, except us, needs work. But David says in 

Psalms 26, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me. Try my reins, and my heart.” 

Thankfully, God hasn’t turned his back on us.  But in his mercy, he’s working on us.  

Even Apostle Paul says we haven’t yet attained perfection, but we’re pressing toward 

that mark. Remember, that you belong to God.   

 

I have three quick points in this sermon.  Let God take it from here.  Get your hands 

out of it...what you believe, and how you think it should be.  You get out of it.  The 

bible says that he who has begun the work is able to perform it.  And the first point I 

want you to get is, “Who is the author of it?”  In John 6:28-29, says the people asked 

Jesus, “what can we do that we might work the works of God”.  Jesus’ answer was 

simply, “This is the work of God, that you might believe on him who God hath sent.”  

 

You must know that you are the work of God, and that He is the author of the work.  

The scripture says that he has chosen us in Christ.  That’s a great thing, because the 

word says many are called but few are chosen.  We should thank God for choosing us 

by his sovereign grace.  We didn’t discover God, He revealed himself to us.  He sof-

tened our heart so we might receive Christ as savior. 

“Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he 

knoweth afar off. Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt 

stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save 

me.  The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forev-

er: forsake not the works of thine own hands.”  Psalms 138:6-8 
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1) Who Is The Author of The Work 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which god hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10 

 

We are his workmanship.  And I love that God is working on me.  We need God to 

work on us.  This is why we come to church, read our bibles, pray...God is working 

on us.  I want God to work on my attitude, my forgiveness...I want God to get in my 

heart and work on me. We should stay on the potter’s wheel, stay soft clay so God can 

work on us. 

 

God initiates the work.  It is God’s work.  We are God’s project.  In life, and even in 

church, we think other people are our projects.  But they are God’s project.  Let God 

work on that sister or brother.   

 

Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  

Galatians 3:3 

2) The Nature of The Work 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he love us, Even when we were dead 

in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”  Ephesians 2:4 

 

We were ugly, we were hateful and hated one another.  We said and did things we 

shouldn’t have  There was no good in us.  And Paul says, there is no good in the flesh.  

We needed somebody greater than our flesh to get us to a point of perfection...a point 

of completeness with God.  I recognize that even though I was in church, I had no 

power on my own. I was singing, shouting, and ushering. I tried to do good: feeding 

the poor and other wonderful  things. But you still don’t have power to be complete 

without Christ.  God is the author of the work.  We can shout knowing that we were 

all messed up, we were without God, and had no hope...But God.   

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 

with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. Now if I do that I would not, 

it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  I find then a law, that when I 

would do good, evil is present with me. O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me 

from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   

Romans 7:18 
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We should remember the day that God revealed His son to us. 

We laid everything down for him.  Where would we be without 

him?  Even while we were dead in our sins, God was looking out 

for us. When God saved us, he didn't leave us to our own devices.  He knew we need-

ed help. We came to church and had a bad attitude, but God worked on the attitude.  

We married that spouse, and we’ve had a lot of ups and downs, but God you can help 

me be the spouse that I should be.  Lord, that sister hurt me a few years ago, but God 

you can help me forgive that person.  God, work on me! 

I know we think we’ve been in church for a long time. But God knows us and he’s 

working to conform us to the image of his son.  God has a picture in mind, and that 

picture is Jesus Christ.  He’s trying to get you looking just like Jesus Christ.  That’s the 

nature of the work.  

 

3) The Purpose of The Work 

“I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ.  

That in everything ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge.  Even as the 

testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the com-

ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of 

his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”  1 Corinthians 1:4  

 

I don’t know if you’ve ever started a project, but didn’t complete it.  But God is able 

to finish the job.  He works on us until the day of Jesus Christ.  Now the bible says, 

that God will confirm me at the end.  When I stand before God, Jesus will be right 

there to confirm me before God.  And God says, you can count on this.  We can  have 

confidence in what God has done and is doing in our lives. So if God is doing such 

great things in us and for us...we should give him glory! 

 

For full sermon, visit our www.coglothian.org or request a copy by mail. 

“And we know that all things work together for good, to them that love God...the called 

according to his purpose.  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con-

formed to the image of his Son...Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also 

called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 

glorified.”  Romans 8:28 
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Today, we encourage you that, if you have not made Jesus your choice, 

choose him while you have time. In the book of Matthew, as early as the 

seventh chapter, Jesus speaks in parables using the phrase “Lord, Lord”. 

First describing those who did works in his name, but had not committed 

their lives to him. 

 

Look around! Jesus said to the church of the Laodiceans in Revelation, that 

they were neither fully committed, nor fully uncommitted.  They were 

straddling the fence, and he found them detestable in his sight.   

 

We exhort you to make the decision to follow Christ with your whole 

heart, before it’s too late.  The virgins of Matthew 25 quickly realized the 

err of their ways...but too little, too late. They were smart enough to be-

lieve in the Bridegroom, because they trimmed their lamps. But their   

vessels were empty.  They had no Holy Ghost, and therefore they were 

not committed to Christ.   

 

Romans tells us that he who is without the Spirit of Christ, does not be-

long to Christ. On the day of the marriage, the five foolish virgins tried to 

get into the marriage with the wise, but the Lord replied, “I never knew 

you”.  We know that we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

But let us confess Christ as Lord and Savior now, that we may stand there 

confidently. 

 

Let’s not follow the example of crying Lord, Lord…when, It’s Too 

Late! 
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Upcoming Events 

We pray that you are inspired by what we,  

the Church of God, are doing in the community through the 

power and anointing of God.  We encourage you to join us or 

partner with us in our upcoming events, which include: 

COMMUNITY 

Music & Arts Worship    May 16-18, 2014 

Youth Fellowship Day    June 28, 2014 

Homecoming Service    October 5, 2014 

FAMILY 

2014 Men’s Retreat    September 2014 (TBD) 

MISSIONS 

2014 DR Mission Trip    August 4-9, 2014 

OUTREACH 

Open Door Evangelism    Saturdays, bi-weekly 

Spring Revival     April 11-20, 2014 

Summer Revival    July 11-20, 2014 

YOUTH 

Youth Summer Camp    July 20-August 1 

Youth Summit     September 26-27 

Youth Choir Concert    September 28, 2014 

Traditional Worship Services 

Sunday Morning Worship—11:00am 

Sunday Evening Service — 6:00pm (4:00pm 1st Sunday) 

Wednesday Night—8:00pm 

Friday Night—8:00pm (7:30pm Equip Classes on 2nd and 4th Fridays) 
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The issue of The Connection was inspired by God through the 

power of His Holy Spirit.  Our prayer is that you were inspired, 

encouraged and challenged by these articles. 

 

It is our mission, to reach the world’s lost with 

the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 

As you seek to gain a closer walk with Jesus Christ, we want you 

to know that we are here to support you.  We would love to stay 

in touch with you through The Connection and other means.  

Please visit us at www.coglothian.org for more information on 

the Church of God, our mission and our ministry. 

 

If you wish to partner with us on our special events, missions, or 

simply support our efforts to bless you through The Connection, 

you may donate to the ministry online or mail checks payable to 

the Church of God, 1228 Marlboro Road, Lothian, Maryland 

20711. 

 

May God continue to bless you! 

1228 Marlboro road, Lothian, md 20711 1228 Marlboro road, Lothian, md 20711   www.coglothian.orgwww.coglothian.org 


